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creature so early learning so bad a trade; dancing
being, I presume, as contemptible here as in China.
Quite the reverse, interrupted my companion;
dancing is a very reputable and genteel employment
here ; men have a greater chance for encouragement
from the merit of their heels than their heads. One
who jumps up and flourishes his toes three times
before he comes to the ground, may have three
hundred a year; he who flourishes them four times,
gets four hundred ; but he who arrives at five is
inestimable, and may demand what salary he thinks
proper."

It will be remembered that Sir Roger de Coverley
also visited the theatre, and in a far less critical spirit;
8 but Addison was concerned less with the absurdities
of the play than with the pleasure Sir Roger took in it.
Goldsmith also created characters in his essays, and
described their adventures with kindly humour. His
most famous creation is Beau Tibbs, the shabby-
genteel pretender. Goldsmith describes how he and a
friend were strolling one evening in a public walk,
looking at the people, when they saw that they were
being followed.

" Our pursuer soon came up, and joined us with all
the familiarity of an old acquaintance. My dear
Drybone, cries he, shaking my friend's hand, where
have you been hiding this, half a century ? Positively
I had fancied you were gone to cultivate matrimony
and your estate in the country. During the reply, I had
an opportunity of surveying the appearance of our
new companion.: his hat was pinched up with peculiar